
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

February 18, 2008 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

February 18, 2008, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Johnson in the Community Room 

of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 45 people and 

all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer, Deb Polderman, 

Dale Posthumus, and Jennifer Whistler 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Tom Eddy 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Wells informed the audience the District has been 

responding to the beef recall over the weekend and requested the Assistant Superintendent of 

Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, to provide an update.  Mr. Noverr informed the audience the District 

received a U.S. Department of Agriculture advisory the end of January, and placed items on 

“administrative hold” (meaning not to be used) as they were identified pending further notification 

from the USDA.  As of February 17, these products were placed in recall status and will be 

destroyed.  Mrs. Kurdys inquired if there had been any reports of illness in the District.  Mr. Noverr 

informed the audience that there have been no reported illnesses nationwide nor in the District.  He 

commented the USDA confirmed there is virtually no health threat with the recalled beef. 

 

Superintendent Wells thanked Mr. Ron Commissaris, Texas Township Supervisor, for the use of 

their hall for a 12
th
 Street Elementary meeting held last week.  She asked the Community Relations 

Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, to provide feedback from that meeting.  Mr. Vance thanked the 

approximately 40 attendees as well as others that responded to the mailed invitation for their 

feedback.  The ideas and concerns shared have been compiled and are being shared with the 

various project teams.  He also informed the audience information will be available in an upcoming 

Portage Gazette article and through the District e-mail List Service. 

 

Superintendent Wells informed the audience there will be more updates about the four building 

bond committees next month as well as the Owners Representative proposals.  She reminded the 

audience of the Empty Bowls event taking place on Thursday, February 21
st
 at the Northern High 

School cafeteria from 5:30-7 p.m.  This event will raise awareness of hunger and benefit the food 

bank of the Portage Community Center.  She congratulated both high school theatre groups for 

their successful productions, “Ordinary People” at Northern High, “Thoroughly Modern Millie” at 

Central High, and “Annie Junior” produced by North Middle, scheduled for the end of February 

through early March.  Superintendent Wells offered accolades to the Northern High School Debate 

Team that recently won the State Championship. 
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Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Polderman presented the Treasurer’s Report of Bills Approved for 

Payment as of January 23, 2008, January 28, 2008, and February 5, 2008, General Fund bills in 

the amount of $5,813,548.21, Building & Site Fund bills in the amount of $4,878.80, and Bond 

Construction Fund bills in the amount of $83,809.50, for a grand total of $5,902,236.51. 

 

Board Committee Reports:  Academic Achievement Committee – Mrs. Mazer informed those 

present their next meeting is February 27; Board Advisory Committee – President Johnson 

discussed timelines for Bond construction bids, the 12
th
 Street Elementary Open House, traffic site 

plans, LEED certification, and owner representatives for the high school projects; Curriculum and 

School Improvement Committee – Committee of the Whole, no report; Executive Committee – 

President Johnson, no report; Facilities and Technology Committee – Mr. Eddy, no report; Finance 

Committee – Mrs. Polderman informed the audience the next meeting is March 5; and Policy and 

Personnel Committee – Mrs. Whistler discussed research and background checks being done on 

Carver Model trainers before recommendations are brought forward, adding the next meeting is 

February 28. 

  

Liaison Updates:  District Advisory Council – Mrs. Whistler reported the members discussed the 

Regional Enhancement Millage and 12
th

 Street Elementary site plans.  Legislative Update – Mrs. 

Kurdys clarified comments made last month pertaining to smaller high schools; informed the 

audience of the discussion in Lansing pertaining to compulsory school attendance until age 18; 

shared Michigan Association of School Boards legislative analyst Mr. Don Wotruba’s 

considerations outlined in his podcast regarding the equity formula, funding for Kindergarten, and 

teacher retirement costs.  Mrs. Kurdys added she is taking public comment and may attend the K-

12 Appropriations Committee meeting on February 26.  Portage Athletic Foundation – President 

Johnson shared news of the successful fundraiser held recently at the State Theatre and offered 

thanks to the community and organizers for their support.  Portage Education Foundation – 

President Johnson informed the audience a February dinner event has been postponed until later 

this year. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Johnson opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if 

there were any citizens that would like to speak to the Board.  Mrs. Polderman explained guidelines 

the Board will begin using for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Mark Anthony Martin, 10519 Dandale Street, a citizen, shared ideas for the 12
th
 Street 

Elementary School. 

 

Mr. Bob Ziemer, 5151 Stoney Brook, a citizen, thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak and 

discussed support for the Regional Millage. 

 

Mr. Eric VerHey, 50314 Fulton Road, PEA President, addressed funding concerns and spoke in 

support of the $1.5 mills Regional Millage. 

 

Mr. Rick Beauregard, 3512 Wedgewood Drive, a parent, spoke in support of extending the 

Regional Millage. 
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Ms. Nikki Elrod, 8500 Valleywood Lane, a citizen, encouraged the Board to vote for the full 

Regional Millage request of $1.5 mills. 

 

Mr. Don Kitchen, 7634 Hampton Oaks Drive, a teacher and citizen, spoke in support of the full 

$1.5 mills Regional Millage. 

 

Mrs. Deb Droppers, 1401 Lama Road, a parent, spoke in support of the $1.5 mills Regional Millage 

proposal. 

 

President Johnson opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mrs. Polderman informed the audience they could still donate to the Empty Bowls event, even if 

they could not attend.  Donation checks should be made payable to Portage Public Schools and 

given to a District art teacher.  She reminded all that the donations will reinforce the food banks at 

the Portage Community Center. 

 

Superintendent Wells indicated she appreciated the comments about the bond projects and assured 

Mr. Martin and the audience that the District is gathering and processing all the feedback and 

comments received. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education approve the consent agenda consisting of: meeting minutes of January 28, 2008 

Committee Of The Whole Work Session, February 6, 2008 Special Meeting, and February 11, 

2008 Committee Of The Whole Work Session.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of 

Education adopt the Resolution to participate in the Michigan School Readiness Program, as 

presented. 

 

Superintendent Wells presented some background information on this resolution and Mr. Noverr 

added the District has received this Grant for a number of years and is required to adopt this 

resolution for participation. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the Resolution. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of 

Education adopt the Resolution requesting Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency 

to pursue an extension of the regional millage, as presented. 
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Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mrs. Mazer, that the Board of Education 

amend the motion to request Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency substitute a 

declining millage rate of 1.4, 1.3, and 1.2 mills over the three year period. 
 

Mr. Noverr provided District trends and historical background on revenues and expenditures, where 

the District has made cuts, and what the forecast is with and without the Regional Enhancement 

Millage. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys presented background information pertaining to the amendment with a declining 

millage rate offered to the Regional Enhancement Millage.  She shared results of a Kalamazoo 

Regional Educational Service Agency (KRESA) survey, appropriate funding versus worst case 

scenario, and commented that while the idea of a declining millage rate is not her idea, she is a 

strong advocate for it. 

 

President Johnson asked for all Trustees to share their thoughts on the amendment offered to the 

Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency regional millage. 

 

Mrs. Mazer commented she believes that the declining millage request would increase its chances of 

success. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys commented the background information she provided made her point. 

 

Mrs. Whistler informed the audience that at the February 11the Board meeting, Mrs. Kurdys 

requested all Trustees seriously consider the request for a declining millage rate.  Mrs. Whistler’s 

comments reflected concern with the KRESA survey questions, District voter recognition of this 

regional millage, further District cuts, and fiscal responsibility.  She stated she supports the full 

request for $1.5 mills and recommended the Board direct the Superintendent to continuously refine 

expenses to become less dependent on the millage. 

 

Mr. Posthumus shared thoughts on the Proposal A theory, per pupil funding allowance not keeping 

pace with the cost of living increases, and the initial Regional Enhancement Millage history of being 

a “one time fix.”  He discussed issues with the state’s inadequate funding of education, previous 

District cuts, acknowledged and thanked the community for their support this fall of the Bond 

request, stressed this millage request is not an increase but a renewal, and voiced his support for the 

$1.5 millage request. 

 

Mrs. Polderman discussed her thoughts on the declining millage request, stressed this is not an 

increase but a renewal, acknowledged the support for the recent Bond proposal, and stressed the 

District can not use those funds for anything other than those building projects.  She discussed state 

funding not keeping pace, the strength of our educational community, and her belief the $1.5 millage 

request should be on the ballot for the community to decide. 

 

President Johnson discussed the difficulty of this decision, weighing all interests, the economy, the 

KRESA survey feedback, the survey feedback from the District’s Bond proposal, discussed previous 

and future cuts, and the high quality of education in the District.  She stated she believes the School 

Board owes it to the community to put the $1.5 millage request on the ballot and let them decide. 
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Mrs. Kurdys asked if the $1.5 millage request were defeated in May, would there be an opportunity 

to bring it back to the community on an August ballot. 

 

President Johnson responded affirmatively. 

 

Upon a roll call vote for the amended motion of a declining millage rate, Mrs. Mazer and Mrs. 

Kurdys voted yes; Mrs. Whistler, President Johnson, Mrs. Polderman, and Mr. Posthumus 

voted no. 

 

President Johnson again asked if Trustees wanted to share thoughts on the Kalamazoo Regional 

Educational Service Agency 1.5 mill regional millage extension request. 

 

Mrs. Mazer indicated it was time to put cuts into place as the community expects the District to be 

fiscally responsible.  She discussed the need for the community to express their desire and added she 

will support the 1.5 mills. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys discussed the impossible budget cutting task and expressed her support of giving the 

public the option.  She commented on the way some Districts used this funding, that Portage needs 

to reduce its dependency on this money, and she supported the 1.5 mills. 

 

Mr. Posthumus cautioned that the District should not appear to make promises regarding what 

may happen with this millage in the future because he feels that it is really up to the state.  He 

stressed the need for the voters to voice their concern with state legislators about properly funding 

education. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys inquired about benchmarking against other Districts and inquire how they are spending 

their millage funding. 

 

President Johnson commented she would request KRESA Superintendent Ron Fuller to assist 

Portage in this benchmarking with other districts.  She asked Superintendent Wells to pursue this 

further.  President Johnson discussed the financial situation of the State, fiscal responsibility, and 

how the community values education. 

 

Superintendent Wells shared with the audience the obstacles presented in a typical financial cycle of 

the District and how proud she was to return to this outstanding educational community.  She added 

the District will look into generating more revenue, where possible, to be fiscally responsible in 

every way, and to work together with other districts to reduce dependency on the regional millage. 

 

President Johnson commented she is pleased to have this on the ballot and is looking forward to 

the community’s voice through the democratic process. 

 

Upon a roll call vote to pursue an extension of the regional millage, all Trustees present voted 

in favor of the Resolution. 
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CLOSED SESSION 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of 

Education move into closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations.  Upon a roll call 

vote, all trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 8:05 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 8:20 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 



7 

Michigan Department of Education 

2007-2008 Michigan School Readiness Program 

 

Participating Resolution 

 

WHEREAS, the Legislature continues to acknowledge the importance of improving school 

readiness by providing quality preschool education for four-year-old children who may have 

extraordinary need of special assistance and the importance of providing parenting education 

programs for families of all children birth to kindergarten entry; and 

 

WHEREAS, Sections 32d and 37 through 40 of the State School Aid Act provide for 

comprehensive compensatory education for these children and families; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Section 38 of the State School Aid Act, Portage 

Public Schools is eligible to receive an allocation of $102,000 for fiscal year 2007-2008 to operate 

a school readiness program for a maximum of 30 children and/or to provide comprehensive parent 

involvement and education programs for all families of children birth to kindergarten entry; now 

therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED that Portage Public Schools certifies that it will provide Half-Day preschool 

education for 30 eligible four-year-old children, and that $102,000 of the allotted amount, based 

on the approved per capita allowance of $3,400, will be used specifically for this purpose: and 

 

Portage Public Schools further certifies that more than 50 percent of the children enrolled in the 

school readiness program will meet the income eligibility guidelines outlined in Sections 32d and 

37 through 40: and therefore be it  

 

RESOLVED that any unallocated funds, as a result of this resolution, shall be redistributed to the 

other eligible districts. 

 

 

ADOPTED: ______________ __________________________________________ 

   Date   Signature of School Board President 

 

 

ADOPTED: ______________ __________________________________________ 

   Date   Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
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RESOLUTION FOR REGIONAL MILLAGE  

 

Portage Public Schools, Kalamazoo County, Michigan (the "District").  

 

 A ____________ meeting of the board of education of the District (the "Board") was held in 

the ____________________________, on the _____ day of _____________, 2008, at ______ 

o’clock in the ______. 

 

 The meeting was called to order by  ______________ , President.  

 

Present: Members  

 

Absent: Members  

 

 The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member ___________ and supported 

by Member __________: 

 

WHEREAS:  

 

 1.  Section 705 of the School Code of 1976, as amended, authorizes a school district to 

request that the question of a regional enhancement property tax be submitted to the voters by the 

intermediate school district at the next regular school election or at a special election, if the request is 

made within 180 days prior to the regular school election held in the majority of the constituent 

districts; and  

 

 2.  This Board determines that it is in the best interest of the District to place a regional 

enhancement millage question before the voters at the May 6, 2008 election in accordance with 

Section 705 of the School Code of 1976, as amended to renew the millage that expired with the 2007 

property tax levy.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

 

 1.  This District requests Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency, Michigan, to 

submit the question of a regional enhancement property tax for 1.5 mills for three (3) years, 2008, 

2009 and 2010 to the voters at a special election to be held in each of the constituent districts located 

within the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency, on May 6, 2008.  

 

 2.  The Superintendent or Superintendent's designee is hereby authorized to deliver a 

certified copy of this resolution and its attachments to the Secretary of the Board of Kalamazoo 

Regional Educational Service Agency on or before February 20, 2008.  

 

 3.  A regional enhancement property tax question to be submitted to the voters is set forth 

on Exhibit "A" attached hereto and is approved and incorporated herein by reference.  

 



 

4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the 

provisions of this resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded.  

 

Ayes: Members  

 

Nays: Members  

 

Motion declared adopted.  

 

 _____________________________ 

Secretary, Board of Education  

 

 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of 

Portage Public Schools, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a 

true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board at a ________meeting held on 

_________________, 2008, the original of which resolution is a part of the board's minutes 

and further certifies that notice of the meeting was given to the public under the Open 

Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended.  

 

 

 _____________________________ 

Secretary, Board of Education  
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EXHIBIT "A" 

 

 

REGIONAL MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL  

 

 

Pursuant to state law, the revenue raised by the proposed millage will be collected 

by the intermediate school district and distributed to local public school districts 

based on pupil membership count.  

 

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property in Kalamazoo 

Regional Educational Service Agency, Michigan, be increased by 1.5 mills ($1.50 on each $1,000.00 

of taxable valuation) for a period of 3 years, 2008, 2009 and 2010, inclusive, to provide operating 

funds to enhance other state and local funding for local school district operating purposes; the 

estimate of the revenue the intermediate school district will collect if the millage is approved and 

levied in 2008 is approximately $___________?  (This is a renewal of millage which expired with 

the 2007 tax levy).  

 

 


